
 

 

Travel Best Bets - Caterina Armeni 

April 6
th

 / 22
nd

 2018 

Party of 6/8 guests 

Tuscany, Bologna, Genoa & Lake Como 

 

Friday April 6th 2018 

Arrival in Florence and check-in 

Your English speaking drivers will pick you up at Florence Airport upon arrival for a private transfer to your hotel 

in Florence. You will reach your hotel where you will spend 3 nights.  

Check-in at: 

Hotel Il Guelfo Bianco *** 

Comfort, elegance and sophistication. 

The Hotel Il Guelfo Bianco is your 

captivating 3-star residence in the heart 

of Florence, capital of Italian 

Renaissance, art and culture. You will be 

pampered by our friendly staff in 

original fifteenth century surroundings 

where the past and present merge in 

perfect harmony, combining the ancient 

vaulted and coffered ceilings with an 

exciting collection of modern artworks. 

All this just around the corner from 

Piazza Duomo. The 3-star Hotel Il Guelfo 

Bianco stands out from other hotels in Florence for its charming renovated rooms, embellished by the large 

display of valuable artwork, elegant furnishings and original building brickwork. 



 

 

Stay at our hotel to surround yourself with the successful combination of history and modern art from the hotel 

owners, Luisa and Alessandro Bargiacchi's private collection. The friendly staff, full of attention, makes our guests 

feel at home, in the heart of one of the most beautiful cities in the world. Each common area was attentively 

designed to make your stay unforgettable and relaxing like in the bar lounge, or reading room, an ideal ‘quiet 

room’ for you to read the paper or curl up with a good book. 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS: a mix of executive and superior rooms (twin or double) - Breakfast included 

 

Saturday April 7th 2018 

Art & Culinary Florence walking tour – 3 hrs   

Your English speaking guide will meet you at Hotel at 09.30am and you will depart on foot. 

Today, more than ever, food has become an art form. Lovers of good food seek traditional flavours and authentic 

ingredients. Your guide will first take you to San Lorenzo Market, with the interesting food market. Some of the 

food at this huge, two-story market hall is remarkably exotic. The ground floor contains meat and cheese stalls, 

as well as some very good bars that have panini (sandwiches), and the second floor teems with vegetable stands.  

The market building is quite impressive, but difficult to see as it is surrounded by the street market stalls filled 

with every imaginable leather item, scarves and anything else that might remotely appeal to a tourist. Fight your 

way through to the entrance and find yourself in an Aladin’s cave of food treasures.  

   

After the visit of San Lorenzo Market with some good food tasting you will continue to a local Enoteca (wine 

shop) for a wine and olive oil tasting. Olive oil is deeply rooted into the Mediterranean and Tuscan culture. 

Homer called it "liquid gold", and our ancient ancestors attributed to it medicinal, magical, and purifying powers. 

Nowadays, hardly any Tuscan recipe can do without this traditional ingredient. 

To end your culinary tour you will have a gelato tasting. You will visit one of the best and oldest gelato shops in 

town. Here you will taste several flavours and you will learn some of the secrets of gelato making.  



 

 

Obviously the culinary tour will be mixed with the walk through some of the nicest but less famous streets of 

Florence and your guide will reveal some of the secrets of this beautiful city.  

 

Sunday April 8th 2019 

Truffle hunting & lunch – 6hrs 

Departure by minibus in the morning to enjoy a truffle adventure. It starts with the visit of Savini Museum, where 

you retrace the fundamental stages of the history of the Savini family related to truffles, from the early 20s until 

today. Then shift to the forest together with our talented truffle hound; we are in the place where begins the 

most fascinating part of the entire route. To be honest, it is the dog the only real star of the research.  The 

relationship created between the quarryman and his faithful companion will leave you spellbound.  

The scent of the woods, the dog focused on his "game" preferred, ie, the search for small fragrant small stones, 

then to have a coveted prize: a delicious biscuit-shaped bone! The tour culminates finally with a fresh truffle 

tasting lunch in season and Savini Tartufi products. The Truffle Discovery is a way to really live the experience of 

nature, with the research and the tasting of the precious diamond of the forest. 

   

The program combines the truffle hunt, followed by a lunch with a truffle tasting menu. During lunch the chef 

will give you tips about how to treat and are used either fresh truffles that worked, in the preparation of some 

classic dishes. Our chef will teach many secrets to use and better appreciate the characteristics of various types 

of truffles. After lunch, you will go back to Florence. 

 

 



 

 

Monday April 9th 2018 

Private transfer from Florence to Tuscan Countryside  

with wine tasting and Lunch at Villa del Cigliano on the way 

You will depart to the Chianti area with your driver, who will pick you up at your hotel by private minibus. The 

word Chianti, meaning both a geographical area and a wine, today renowned all over the world, is becoming a 

synonym of Tuscany too. The Chianti area lies in the hills in the provinces of Siena and Florence. It is a very 

green land dotted with farmhouses, villas and castles, symbols of a glorious and noble past, but also of the many 

battles that took place in the area. The landscape is hilly and the vegetation various: cypresses, sunflowers, 

vineyards and olive trees. 

You will reach The Villa del Cigliano. It was built in the second half of the 1400 on existing medieval buildings. 

Alessandro di Niccolò Antinori bought it at the end of that century, and it still belongs to the descendants of 

Eleonora Antinori, recently deceased in 2001. 

The courtyard of the Villa is adorned by two round majolica garlands. The Villa has a magnificent garden 

enclosed by high walls. It was designed around the middle of 1600 and is shaded by 200 year old cedars. There is 

also a beautiful raised pond, surrounded by wisteria, where the stunning reflections of the baroque facade and 

the towering intricately designed Neptune fountain, made of river pebbles and shells, can be admired. 

  

The Villa and the garden have faithfully preserved the essential spirit of the old Tuscany. You'll feel like Italian 

nobility at this ornate villa and bucolic estate. The villa is homely and stylish, and the personality of the owner 

Anna Maccaferri and her daughter combine to make guests feel like part of an extended family. The cozy 

atmosphere is also heavily indebted to Mrs. Maccaferri’s grandchildren, occasionally taking a swim in the pond 

and to a nice and friendly dog who scampers around the garden.  



 

 

Visit of the cellars and the estate, followed by wine tasting and light lunch. 

 

At the end of the tour, you will board your bus again to proceed to your hotel in the Countryside. 

Check-in for 3 nights at: 

Hotel Terre di Casole **** 

Elegant Boutique Hotel born in 2012 in the Tuscan countryside between Siena and Florence, just outside the 

medieval town of Casole d'Elsa. Original furniture and light colours provide our clients a relaxing atmosphere and 

charm. We have 40 rooms available, Classic and Superior, Deluxe, Superior and Classic, a large garden with 

outdoor swimming pool and a large terrace restaurant overlooking the Chianti hills.  

Our staff offers kindness, helpfulness and courtesy to make your stay unique in Hotel Terre di Casole. 

It's the perfect location for visiting some of the most beautiful and important art cities of Italy, including the 

typical medieval towns surrounding the area such as Volterra, San Gimignano, Monteriggioni and Castellina in 

Chianti. 

 

Dinner at the hotel included after the check-in. 

 

Tuesday April 10th 2018 

Full day tour: Siena guided tour and cooking class followed by dinner 

You will depart from your hotel around 9.30am. You will reach Siena by bus. Once there you will meet your local 

English speaking guide for a walking tour of the city centre. 



 

 

With its narrow streets and steep alleys, a stunning 

Gothic Duomo, a bounty of early Renaissance art, 

and the glorious Palazzo Pubblico overlooking its 

magnificent Campo, Siena is often described as 

Italy's best-preserved medieval city. Although 

much looks as it did in the early 14th century, 

Siena is no museum. Walk through the streets and 

you can see that the medieval contrade, 17 

neighbourhoods into which the city has been 

historically divided, are a vibrant part of modern 

life.  

At the end of the tour you will have some free time for lunch and to stroll around.   

 

At 4pm you will reach the cooking school where you will 

enjoy a cooking class and dinner. The school is based in a 

building from the 1200’s which has recently been restored, 

only a few yards away from Piazza del Campo in the centre of 

Siena. Mrs. Lella will welcome you in her Cooking School 

housed in the ancient slaughterhouse at Fontebranda. Lella 

will tell you about herself and the story of her cooking school 

while moving among burners, pots, pans and bowls filled with 

sugar, flour, cocoa and all the different kind of spices. 

Clients from all over the world came to Mrs. Lella’s cooking 

school and enjoyed both the charm, beauty and flavours of 

Siena and the medieval recipes Mrs. Lella would like to share. She is not only a chef,  but also a researcher, always 

looking for ancient texts and recipes which could also be cooked today such as hearty soups, pappa al pomodoro, 

ribollita, panlavato, stew, game… With the small group you will prepare a Tuscan menu together with Mrs. Lella 

and you will have your dinner enjoying the dishes you have just prepared (wines included).  

Drive back to your hotel after dinner. 

 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday April 11th 2018 

Full day tour to Volterra and San Gimignano – 8hrs 

Your driver will meet you at the hotel and they will transfer you to Volterra by bus. Once in Volterra you will 

meet your English speaking guide for a guided tour of the town.  

Unlike other Tuscan hill towns rising above sprawling vineyards and rolling fields of green, Volterra is surrounded 

by desolate terrain marred with industry and mining equipment. D. H. Lawrence described it as "somber and chilly 

alone on her rock" in his Etruscan Places. The fortress, walls, and gates still stand mightily over Le Balze, a 

distinctive series of gullied hills and valleys to the west that were formed by irregular erosion. The town has long 

been known for its alabaster, which has been mined since Etruscan times; today the Volterrans use it to make 

ornaments and souvenirs sold all over town.  

Free time for lunch.  

  

Then you will meet your driver again to proceed to San Gimignano for an independent afternoon visit.  

When you're on a hilltop surrounded by soaring medieval towers silhouetted against the sky, it's difficult not to 

fall under the spell of San Gimignano. Its tall walls and narrow streets are typical of Tuscan hill towns , but it's the 

medieval "skyscrapers" that set the town apart from its neighbours. Today 14 towers remain, but at the height of 

the Guelph-Ghibelline conflict there was a forest of more than 70, and it was possible to cross the town by 

rooftop rather than by road. The towers were built partly for defensive purposes—they were a safe refuge and 

useful for pouring boiling oil on attacking enemies—and partly for bolstering the egos of their owners, who 

competed with deadly seriousness to build the highest tower in town. 



 

 

Today San Gimignano isn't much more than a gentrified walled city, touristy but still very much worth exploring 

because, despite the profusion of cheesy souvenir shops lining the main drag, there's some serious Renaissance 

art to be seen here. 

Return to the hotel afterwards. Dinner at the hotel included. 

Thursday April 12th 2018 

Private transfer from Tuscan Countryside to Bologna  

You will depart from Florence and you will be transferred to Bologna by private minibus. Once there you will 

reach the hotel to drop the luggage and you will have some time at leisure for your lunch.  

Check-in for 2 nights at:  

Hotel Porta San Mamolo *** 

 

Welcome to Hotel Porta San Mamolo, an exquisite and romantic Hotel in Bologna, quiet and comfortable, located 

in the heart of the city, just a few steps from the beautiful Piazza Maggiore and the famous Two Towers.  The San 

Mamolo Hotel in Bologna stands in a small and old "village" in the city centre and is the result of an action that 

has enhanced the architecture and interior gardens, leaving the typical Bolognese atmosphere unchanged.  

The Porta San Mamolo Hotel in Bologna looks like an elegant structure, just a few s teps from Piazza Maggiore. 

The refined interiors and lush gardens of oleanders and pomegranates give it a lovely relaxing atmosphere that 

begins in the beautiful old courtyard of the "Veranda" where we serve a delicious breakfast.  

It is the perfect accommodation to meet different needs in a refined and comfortable environment that retains a 

touch of romance and light-heartedness that the city of Bologna gives its guests. 



 

 

Breakfast Room In the "Veranda", which was one of the most prestigious restaurants in the city, a rich breakfast 

is served every day with a wide selection of genuine products including our delicious cakes, prepared by hand 

every morning. 

The Gardens The gardens are the heart of the Hotel San Mamolo in Bologna, a real green oasis of tranquili ty to 

live the feeling of being in a place far away and suggestive rather than in the historic center of the city of 

Bologna. Lemon trees, oleanders, pomegranate and large palm tree found here their natural habitat.  

We make our clients’ needs and love for details the focal points of our business activities, which have become 

the reasons for our success. We hope all our efforts will make your stay in Bologna unforgettable.YOUR 

ACCOMODATION: DOUBLE ROOMS 

 

Afternoon Bologna guided tour – 3hrs 

In the early afternoon you will meet your local English speaking guide for a walking tour of Bologna city centre. 

Bologna, a city rich with cultural jewels, has long been one of the best-kept secrets in northern Italy.  

Bologna has a long and storied past. The Etruscans were among the first to make solid settlements in the seventh 

and sixth centuries bc, calling the town Felsina. The Celts then conquered them, and the Romans the Celts, 

renaming the place Bononia. Despite the fact that the Via Emilia, built in 191-187 bc, ran right through Bologna, 

and that it was a center of Roman trade, the city does not have many Roman ruins.   

 

The Byzantines marched in, but the Bolognesi broke from their rule in 727, and then were under the control of 

the Lombards. A population boom in the 10th century, and the arrival of the university—its official founding date 

is 1088—really put Bologna on the map, as it became one of the most important universities, and Europe's oldest. 

Shortly thereafter, in 1219, the Dominicans established a base. Other mendicant orders (Franciscans and 



 

 

Augustinians) quickly followed suit. In 1506, Pope Julius II brought Bologna into the orbit of the Papal States , 

from which it never broke free. 

The charm of the centro storico, with its red-arcaded sidewalks and passageways, can be attributed to wise city 

counsellors who, at the beginning of the 13th century, decreed that roads could not be built without portici  

(porticoes). Were these counsellors to return to town eight centuries later, they would marvel at how little has 

changed. The feeling of a university town permeates the air in Bologna. Its population is about 373,000, and it 

feels young and lively in a way that many other Italian cities do not. It also feels full of Italians in a way that 

many other towns, thronged with tourists, do not. Known as "Bologna the Fat" from as early as the Middle Ages, 

the town's agricultural prosperity led to a well-fed population, one that survives into the 21st century. Bolognesi 

food is, arguably, the best in Italy. With its sublime food, lively spirit, and largely undiscovered art, Bologna is 

well worth a visit. The preeminent culinary reputation, too, remains, although Bologna-the birthplace of 

mortadella, tortellini, and ragù-is now deeply threatened (though it is by no means alone) by a flagging cultural 

interest in cooking in Italy in the early 21st century. 

 

Friday April 13th 2018 

Full day culinary tour: Parmesan Cheese, Parma Ham, Balsamic Vinegar and Culatello 

This Food Experience is for foodies, people passionate about food, wine and fun, who want to explore how 

traditional products are made! If you are ready to wake up early to taste the king of cheeses, witness the 

painfully slow production of black gold and eat and drink some of the world’s finest treats all while loudly 

sharing your life experiences with your new best friends, this is one of the best experience you may have during 

your holiday.  

Typical Schedule: 7:30 am departure from Hotel in Bologna  and you will be back at around 4:30/5:00pm 

Venture out on a morning excursion to a small cheese factory, where you will see all the working steps in the 

production of Parmigiano Reggiano DOP (floors can be wet)  the world’s most famous (and delicious!) artisanal 

cheese made only  in Emilia-Romagna countryside. This special part of the tour takes you to a factory where they 

have invested their entire lives in maintaining the quality and tradition of this fantastic product. You will have 

the rare opportunity to witness the entire process, from the early morning delivery of the milk from local farmers 

to the crafting of the curds by the master cheese maker “BIG CHEESE”  to the final aging process.   



 

 

  

From the Parmigiano factory to one of the best Prosciutto  producers in the region, where you’ll meet a family 

that for over three generations has been committed to the production of Prosciutto di Modena DOP, a Prosciutto 

equal to the more famous Prosciutto de Parma. There you’ll learn the careful craft that goes into creating one of 

the most delicious pork products this planet has ever known...  

Next stop will be at a Culatello factory. You will end this visit with a typical lunch. 

The last stop will be the "Acetaia", to see the secrets of the famous Aceto Balsamico Tradizionale di Modena 

DOP (certified Balsamic Vinegar, minimum 12 years old). This isn’t a factory “balsamic” you can find in a market 

back home; this is a single family producing small amounts of the world’s finest vinegar since generations, using 

the same ancient technique of aging local wine in oak barrels that Italian families in this region have been using 

for centuries. The result is a “condiment” so delicious it has to be tasted to be believed. Full tasting of Aceto 

Balsamico Tradizionale DOP, allowing you to compare 6-year balsamico with 15- and 45-year balsamico, ricotta 

and Balsamic Jelly and Gelato with Balsamic Condiment  

Drive back to Bologna afterward. 

 

Saturday April 14th 2018 

Morning at leisure in Bologna and afternoon private transfer to Genova 

You will enjoy a morning at leisure in Bologna to have the chance to discover new hidden corners or this city or 

do some shopping. Time at leisure on site for individual lunch. In the early afternoon you will depart for Genova, 

where you will go straight to the hotel. 

Check-in for 3 nights at: 

Hotel Nuovo Nord*** 

Located on the first floor of a nineteenth century building keeping that peculiar, genoese charm bustled with 

internal stairs and some original mosaic floors. 



 

 

The Hotel has 19 rooms completely renovated:  

Each room has a flat-screen TV. You will find a kettle in the room. All rooms include a private bathroom fitted 

with a bidet and shower. Extras include free toiletries and a hairdryer. 

You will find a shared lounge at the property. 

Genoa Aquarium is half a kilometer from Hotel Nuovo Nord, and Fiera di Genoa is 2.7 km from the property. The 

nearest airport is Cristoforo Colombo Airport, 6 km from the property.  

Services: reception (07.00/22.30), Wi-Fi, booking service for restaurants, museums, city tour, theatre, car 

transfer from/to airport and cruise harbour, excursions to Portofino and the Riviera. The Hotel has no lift. 

YOUR ACCOMMODATIONS: DELUXE DOUBLE ROOMS (BREAKFAST INCLUDED) 

Room n. 111 aprox 25 sqm lobby with wardrobe and a single sofa bed, main room with a double bed 

Room n. 112 aprox 30 sqm lobby and living room with a double sofa bed, main room with a double bed 

 

Completely renovated 

Non-smoking rooms 

Private bathroom 

Hair dryer 

Digital TV with flat screen 32" 

Minibar 

Telephone 

Digital safety box 

Soundproof double windows 

Air Conditioning 

Heating 

 

 

 Sunday April 15th 2018 

Genova walking guided tour – 4hrs 

Your English speaking guide will pick you up at your hotel in Genoa for a guided walking tour of the city centre. 

Genoa (Genova in Italian) was the birthplace of Christopher Columbus, but the city's proud history predates that 

explorer by hundreds of years. Genoa was already an important trading station by the 3 r d century BC, when the 

Romans conquered Liguria. The Middle Ages and the Renaissance saw it rise into a jumping -off place for the 

Crusaders, a commercial centre of tremendous wealth and prestige, and a strategic bone of international 



 

 

contention. A network of fortresses defending the city connected by a wall second only in length to the Great 

Wall of China was constructed in the hills above, and Genoa's bankers, merchants, and princes adorned the city 

with palaces, churches, and impressive art collections. 

Known as La Superba (The Proud), Genoa was a great maritime power in the 13th century, rivalling Venice and 

Pisa in strength and splendour. But its luster eventually diminished, and the city was outshined by these and 

other formidable cities. By the 17th century it was no longer a great sea power. It has, however, continued to be 

a profitable port. Modern container ships now unload at docks that centuries ago served galleons and vessels 

bound for the spice routes. Genoa is now a busy, sprawling, and cosmopolitan city, apt to break the spell of the 

coastal towns in a hurry.  

Crammed into a thin crescent of land between sea and mountains, Genoa expanded up rather than out, taking on 

the form of a multilayer wedding cake, with churches, streets, and entire residential neighbourhoods built on 

others' rooftops. Public elevators and funiculars are as common as buses and trains.  

But with its impressive palaces and museums, the largest medieval city center in Europe, and an elaborate 

network of ancient hilltop fortresses, Genoa may be just the dose of culture you are looking for. Europe's biggest 

boat show, the annual Salone Nautico Internazionale, is held here. Fine restaurants are abundant, and classical 

dance and music are richly represented; the Teatro Carlo Felice is the local opera venue, and where the 

internationally renowned annual Niccolò Paganini Violin Contest takes place. 

 

The only way to visit Genoa is on foot, with the occasional assistance of public transportation. Many of the more-

interesting districts are either entirely closed to traffic, have roads so narrow that no car could fit, or are, even 

at the best of times, blocked by gridlock. Although it might seem a daunting task, exploring the city is made 



 

 

simple by its geography. The historical centre of Genoa occupies a relatively narrow strip of land running 

between the mountains and the sea. You can easily visit the most-important monuments in one or two days. 

After the morning guided tour, lunch, afternoon and dinner will be at guests leisure. 

 

Monday April 16th 2018 

Full day tour to Portofino and Santa Margherita – 8hrs 

Today you will enjoy a full day tour to Santa Margherita Ligure and Portofino. Your English speaking guide and 

minibus will pick you up at your hotel. You will first reach Portofino.  

Through the centuries Portofino functioned primarily as a fishing village and, occasionally, as a small naval 

port, today it is a classy resort-village. Portofino's miniscule bay is neatly packed with pricey yachts, common 

pleasure boats and, as a vestige of its past, some fishing boats. The waterfront is lined with multicoloured 

pastel buildings, canopied outdoor cafes and a quay fit for strolling young lovers and its surrounding hills host 

bougainvillea-garnished villas owned by the rich and famous. If you don't bring your camera to Portofino you 

will regret it. The town is striking with its brightly coloured antique buildings hovering over sparkling blue 

water. And the surrounding luxuriant green hillsides of the Portofino Promontory are equally stunning.  

A very pleasant walk heads up to the right as you face the harbour: here you'll find a very attractive walking path 

through one of the largest concentrations of flora and fauna in the Mediterranean. For some fantastic views of 

the entire bay and the Tigullian Gulf, you will walk up the hill to the Church of San Giorgio. Perched high above 

the town, this church contains relics of St. George brought over by crusaders from the Holy Land. From here you 

can walk to another great lookout point at the Punto del Capo, the Portofino lighthouse. 

 

After some time in Portofino, you will reach Santa Margherita. One of the most important towns of the Levante 

Riviera is Santa Margherita, an elegant international tourist destination with a unique atmosphere. Nestling 



 

 

around the port, its special charm lies in the unusual mix of nautical and Belle Epoque styles. The town had 

already developed by the Middle Ages, but only began to thrive in the 17th century, when the Genoese nobility 

built beautiful villas there. In the 19th century it began to attract visitors from all over Europe. 

Drive back to Genova afterwards. 

 

Tuesday April 17th 2018 

Morning at leisure in Genoa and afternoon transfer to Lake Como 

You will enjoy a morning at leisure in Genova to have the chance to discover new hidden corners  or this city or 

do some shopping. Time at leisure on site for individual lunch. In the early afternoon you will depart for Lake 

Como, where you will go straight to your hotel in the charming town of Bellagio. 

Check-in for 4 nights at: 

Hotel Du Lac *** 

The Hotel du Lac is located in the heart of Bellagio, looking over the town square, along the lakefront opposite 

the pier. The hotel offers breath-taking views, atmosphere and fine dining. 

At our family-run hotel your comfort and enjoyment is our priority. Our wish is to make your trip to Bellagio an 

unforgettable one! 

 

YOUR ACCOMMODATION: CLASSIC ROOMS NO LAKE VIEW 

 

Wednesday April 18th 2018 

Full day tour on Lake Como  



 

 

You will meet your guide at the hotel and you will first visit Bellagio. Among the three larger Italians lakes (just 

south of the Alps) the richest in terms of charm and culture is certainly Lake Como with its unmistakable 

upturned Y shape. 

Bellagio is the most well-known resort of the area, often referred to as "the pearl of the lake". It occupies the 

most scintillating spot in this earthly paradise: the extreme point of the promontory which divided the lake in 3 

branches. Bellagio is a delightful little town with its perfectly preserved architectural treasures, surrounded by 

the blue waters of the lake and the green of the mountains. Its charm fascinated, in past centuries, artists and 

poets, such as Pliny the Younger, who once owned what is now Villa Serbelloni and then Taine, Longfellow, 

Twain, Stendhal, Flaubert, Faure, Liszt. The original charm is still intact, and makes of this destination a must-

see for travellers to Lake Como. 

 

You will then purchase a daily pass for a public boat and the guide will lead you around the lake and several 

stops can be made according to your wishes and desires. You will visit Tremezzo with Villa Carlotta.  

 

Villa Carlotta is a place of rare beauty, where masterpieces of nature and art live together in perfect harmony in 

over 70.000 square metres of gardens and museum. The beautiful villa was built at the end of XVII century by the 

Milanese marquis Giorgio Clerici in a natural basin between lake and mountains, facing the dolomite Grignas and 

the peninsula of Bellagio. The architect created for the Clericis an important but sober building, with an Italian 

garden decorated with sculptures, stairs and fountains. In 1801 Gian Battista Sommariva, famous politician, 

businessman and patron of arts, bought the villa. Thanks to this owner the property in Tremezzo attained the 

summit of its splendour and became one of the most important halting-place of the Grand Tour. The villa 

became a temple of XIX century art with works of Canova, Thorvaldsen and Hayez: Palamedes, Eros and Psyche, 

http://www.summerinitaly.com/guide/villa-serbelloni


 

 

Terpsychore, The last kiss of Romeo and Juliet are only some of the masterpieces that enriches the extraordinary 

collection. Under Sommariva part of the park was transformed in a fascinating romantic garden. Sommariva's 

heirs sold the villa in 1843 to Princess Marianne of Nassau, Albert’s of Prussia wife, who gave it as a present to 

her daughter Carlotta in occasion of her wedding with Georg II of Saxen-Meiningen. Hence the name Villa 

Carlotta. Very fond in botanic, Georg enriched the park, today of great historical and environmental value. The 

gardens of Villa Carlotta chiefly owe their reputation to the rhododendrons’ and azaleas’ spring flowering, 

consisting of over 150 different sorts. But the gardens are worth to visit in every period of the year: old varieties 

of camellias, century old cedars and sequoias, huge planes and tropical plants, the Rock garden and the Ferns 

valley, the Rhododendrons wood and the Bamboos garden, the agricultural tools museum and the wonderful 

views on the lake built in the ages the celebrity of this place, still today consider "a place of heaven". 

  

Another stop can be added after Villa Carlotta, to be decided directly on site with the guide depending on your 

interests and on the public boat timing. The tour will last approx. 6 hours. 

 

Thursday April 19th 2018 

Full day tour to Milan – 8hrs 

You will be picked up at your hotel in Bellagio at 9.00 for a full day tour to Milan. Once on site you will meet your 

local guide for a guided tour of the magnificent historical centre (3hrs). 



 

 

 

Milan, city full of contradictions, ancient and modern, trends and counter-trends, fashion and underground, 

middle class and working class, but always simply “cool”. Your tour will feature the visit of the highlights of city, 

buildings and monuments that bear witness to the history of this city, the economic and cultural centre of Italy.  

You will reach Castello Sforzesco for a visit outside the castle that is one of the most famous monuments in 

Milan, built for the Sforza family in the XV century. Today the castle, dominated by the Filarete tower, hosts 

important art exhibitions. You will then visit the Duomo Square dominated by the cathedral. It is Italy's largest 

and most intricate example of Gothic architecture and a tribute to five centuries of artists, artisans, architects, 

builders, engineers, wealthy and ordinary citizens who contributed to its construction. 

Walking through the Gallery of Vittorio Emanuele II  you will reach the most famous opera house in the world: La 

Scala. It was built by Giuseppe Piermarini between 1776 and 1778 and it has just been restored and has reopened 

on 7th December 2004.   

After the guided tour, the rest of the day will be at leisure for individual exploration. 

Transfer back to Bellagio by 5.00pm in time to get ready for your farewell dinner. 

 

Friday April 20th 2018 

Day at leisure in Bellagio and Farewell dinner at your hotel 

Bellagio Restaurant & Bar – Located in the heart of the historic centre of Bellagio, in front of the landing of boats  

- offers Italian and local cuisine. Restaurant on the terrace overlooking the lake, open every evening from March 

to November: enjoy typical Italian cuisine at sunset time with lake view. ROMANTIC dinner on the terrace with 

views across Lake Como Typical recipes and dishes from our international menu with a wide selection of wines 

from our cellar.  



 

 

 “The philosophy of our dishes” draws on the regional culinary tradition of Italy; we put our own twist on 

preparing the dishes without altering their roots. At the Hotel Du Lac, we offer light lunches and romantic, 

elegant dinners accompanied by a varied wine list. A meal at the Du Lac is always a pleasant experience, both in 

culinary and aesthetic terms. The spacious, airy dining room with views over the lake is always lively and the 

terrace gives diners a unique panorama that en-compasses the whole lake through to the Alps, taking in both 

shores and the villages lined up along the lakefront. A breath-taking view for an unforgettable evening. The Du 

Lac also provides hospitality at night outside mealtimes. 

    

 

Saturday April 21st 2018 

Private transfer to Milan, full day at leisure in town 

 and the last night at Malpensa Airport Hotel 

You will be picked up at your hotel in Bellagio for a direct transfer to Milan, where you will enjoy a full day at 

leisure. 

In the late afternoon you will enjoy a happy hour in a cool area of Milan city centre. A local tour leader will 

accompany you to discover this typical local habit  to have a drink with friends and some snacks after work, 

before dinner time. You will have the chance to enjoy a glass of wine or a spritz with some snacks in a nice 

atmosphere.  

The you will board your bus again for the transfer to Malpensa Airport where you will spend the last night.  

Check-in at: 

Hilton Garden Inn Milan Malpensa 

Enjoy your stay at the Hilton Garden Inn Milan Malpensa hotel, conveniently located in Somma Lombardo, just 7 

km from the airport. Take advantage of our complimentary airport shuttle service from 5am till 11pm daily*. 

Close proximity to the highway ensures easy access to the fashion capital of Milan, nearby businesses, and 

stunning lakes. Discover everything you need for work and relaxation at our hotel near Milan Airport. With 



 

 

complimentary WiFi in every room, a 24-hour business center and 4424 sq. ft./411 sq. meters of versatile event 

space, it’s easy to stay connected throughout your stay. Make yourself comfortable in a contemporary guest room 

with innovative amenities such as the Garden Sleep System bed®, HDTV and workspace. 

 Located 7 km from Milan Malpensa International Airport 

 Complimentary airport shuttle service (View Timetable PDF) 

 Complimentary 24-hour fitness center 

 Atmosphere serving Italian specialties and Spirit Café offering drinks and snacks 

 Complimentary WiFi throughout the hotel and 24-hour business center 

 

YOUR ACCOMMODATION: CLASSIC DOUBLE ROOMS 

 

Sunday April 22nd 2018 

Fly back home (NO TFL Tours services) 

After breakfast you will leave your hotel and you will reach Malpensa Airport terminal on your own,  with the 

shuttle service offered by the hotel.   Please note that Hotel offers shuttles from 5:00am.  Should you need a 

shuttle prior to 5am a service fee of 40Euro total per shuttle will be charged. 

 

Prices per person based on double room occupancy  

4250.00 Euro per guest 

For a Lake View Room in Bellagio an additional Euro130.00 per night per room will be added to the above 

total. 



 

 

Deposit: 1275 Euro per person 

Final Payment: March 6, 2018 

 

Package includes: 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 3 nights in Florence at Hotel Il Guelfo Bianco ***  

 3 nights in Tuscan Countryside at Hotel Terre di Casole ****  

 2 nights in Bologna at Hotel Porta San Mamolo *** 

 3 nights in Genoa at Hotel Nuovo Nord *** 

 4 nights in Bellagio at Hotel Du Lac *** 

 1 night in Milan Malpensa Hilton Garden Hotel **** 

 City taxes for 16 nights stay 

 Daily breakfast 

 2 dinners included at the Hotel Terre di Casole (2 courses plus dessert and water) [wine and other drinks NOT 

included] 

LAND SERVICES 

Please note: all the transfers and tours are quoted with an 8 seats minivan (Mercedes Viano or similar) . 

You are kindly recommended to take no more than 1 large suitcase per person. 

 Private transfer upon arrival from Florence Airport to your hotel by 2 private minivans  

 Private English speaking guide in Florence – 4hrs 

 Various tastings as per the above description 

 Bus disposal for the tour to Forcoli for the Truffle Hunting 

 Truffle Hunting private session and lunch  

 Bus transfer from Florence to your hotel in the Tuscan Countryside with stop at a wine estate on the way 

 Visit, wine tasting and lunch at Villa del Cigliano 

 Bus disposal for a full day tour to Siena 

 Private English speaking guide in Siena – 2.5hrs 

 Exclusive cooking class in Siena, followed by dinner 

 Bus disposal for a full day tour to Volterra and San Gimignano 

 Private English speaking guide in Volterra – 2.5hrs 

 Bus transfer from Tuscan Countryside to Bologna 

 Private English speaking guide in Bologna – 3hrs 

 Full day gastronomic tour from Bologna including: 



 

 

 Transportation 

 Guide full day 

 Visits as described above 

 Lunch 

 Bus transfer from Bologna to Genova 

 Private English speaking guide in Genova – 4hrs 

 Bus disposal for the tour to Portofino and Santa Margherita  

 Private English speaking guide full day to Portofino and Santa Margherita – 8hrs 

 Bus transfer from Genova to Bellagio 

 Private English speaking guide full day on Lake Como – 8hrs 

 Daily pass for the public boat 

 Entrance fees to Villa Carlotta 

 Bus disposal for the tour to Milan – 8hrs  

 Private English speaking guide in Milan – 3hrs 

 Farewell dinner at your hotel in Bellagio 

 Bus disposal full day: private transfer from Bellagio to Milan, full day in Milan, late afternoon transfer from 

Milan to Hilton Hotel at Malpensa Airport  

 English speaking guide in Milan for the happy hour (5.00/7.00pm) 

 Happy hour in Milan (a glass of wine or another drink at your choice with some snacks) 

 

Price does not include: 

 Flights from/to /CAN/USA 

 Insurance  

 Meals not mentioned above 

 Entrance tickets not mentioned above 

 Gratuities  

 What not mentioned in “Price includes” 

 

 

*************** GENERAL NOTES ON PROGRAMS *************** 

 

Payment policy: 



 

 

 30% non-refundable deposit 

 70% Balance 45 days before departure 

 

Additional notes: 

 Should you have to cancel your trip we must receive notice in writing 

 Tour itineraries are subject to slight changes: due to unexpected circumstances, we reserve the right to 

change or substitute an activity or a service. Slight changes of the tour itinerary are not cause for refund 

(substitution of a hotel or a restaurant or a menu with another of the same quality for example)  

 TRAVEL INSURANCE: The cost of our tours includes no travel insurance. We highly recommend that you 

obtain foreign medical / trip cancellation / loss of luggage / personal accident travel insurance prior to 

participating.  We suggest you to contact your travel agent in your country to purchase a travel insurance 

 No partial refunds will be given for unused hotel rooms, meals, or other pre-arranged tour services 

 Single accommodation is available for a supplemental cost (see above) 

 Individual expenses which may be forced by airline scheduling changes , cancelled flights, missed 

connections or by other factors beyond our control are the responsibility of the passenger 

 Tour Cancellation: although we do our best to avoid this, it may become necessary for TFL Tours to 

cancel the tour due to insufficient sign-up or any other cause. We recommend not purchasing your air 

until 60 days prior to departure unless you have been informed otherwise that the tour is a definite go. If 

a tour is cancelled due to low enrolment, you will be notified at least 60 days in advance of the tour 

departure date. In this case, your entire payment will be refunded to you within fourteen days after the 

tour cancellation. Refund of payments made constitutes full settlement, and releases TFL Tours from any 

further liability. We are not responsible for any additional expenses incurred by tour members preparing 

for a cancelled tour, such as non-refundable airline tickets or passport fees. If a tour is cancelled due to a 

natural disaster, strike, or other event outside our control, we cannot guarantee the 45 days notice, but 

you will receive a full refund of all payments made. 

 Please note that for the internal flight there may be an additional cost for possible fuel increase, landing 

fees or additional airport taxes 

 

GENERAL NOTES FOR THE ABOVE PROGRAM 

 Our drivers are professional and helpful with clients and our vehicles are always luxury ones  

 Our English speaking guides have a perfect command of the English language and are carefully selected for 

their friendly personality. They are all used to work with families, individual clients and small VIP groups  



 

 

 We have a telephone number which is switched on 24 hours and it can be used for any emergency during 

the stay in Italy   

 Passenger’s Mobile phone: in order to arrange an efficient and quality transfer service, we kindly ask the 

passenger’s mobile phone number. Airports, ports and railway stations are crowded and we know from 

experience that sometimes the client does not see the driver even if a signboard is clearly shown. The 

only chance for our driver to locate a person is to call on his mobile phone. 

 What we do to secure your transfer and guide services: 

1) All the suppliers are carefully selected and monitored 

2) For every service there is a written order and a clear confirmation 

3) A day before, every service is reconfirmed with the driver and the guide 

 

Please note: 

 The quotation is made for transfer during daily hours. For night transfer (from 08.00pm to 07.00am) we 

will apply an extra charge of 20% on the transfer rate.  

 Even if a comfortable sedan car can accommodate till 3 passengers, we advise you that the maximum 

capacity is for 2 large size pieces of luggage and 2 cabin luggage (see measures here below)  

 

.  

 

Size Height   Width 
 

  Depth 
 

Large 
Medium 
Compact 
Cabin 

76cm / 30 inches 
67cm / 26 inches 
63cm / 25 inches 
48cm / 19 inches 

48cm / 19 inches 
45cm / 18 inches 
36cm / 14 inches 
32cm / 13 inches 

29cm / 11 inches 
25cm / 10 inches 
21cm / 8 inches 
18cm / 7 inches 

 



 

 

If you have more luggage or bigger pieces of luggage than what communicated at the time of booking to our 

agency, we will have to change vehicle and apply a surcharge accordingly. 

 

 


